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Urban regeneration experiences in
Brazil: Historical preservation,
tourism development and
gentrification in Salvador da Bahia
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® Brazil has little experience in balanced urban
regeneration and historical preservation projects when
compared to more mature countries such as the
Europeans. However the recent experience of Salvador
da Bahia seems to be worth studying. The Pelourinho
historic district is a distinguished example of Portuguese
Renaissance urban development, hosting colonial
architecture typologies from the 16th to the 18th
centuries. Since the late 19th century the area has
undergone a remarkable decay process being
progressively abandoned by economic activities and
population. After the area was considered World Heritage
by UNESCO in 1985 both municipal and state
governments have taken actions to promote its
regeneration.
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® This paper analyses the urban regeneration and historical
preservation processes in Salvador da Bahia, one of the
most important Brazilian cities when architecture,
urbanism and cultural aspects are concerned. The issues
of urban renewal, urban rehabilitation, urban
regeneration as well as their spatial, social and economic
implications seems to be of long interest to architects,

planners and urban designers.
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The urban regeneration process
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® By the 1980s most of Pelourinho constructions have
arrived to a greater process of decay and degradation,
with the casario (a row of terracedhouses) tumbling down
(Figure 7). The only buildings that remained in a fair
condition were some churches that continued to attract
tourists. The Pelourinho however was perceived as a dirty
and dangerous place, home of people and activities
marginal to society such as prostitution and drug traffic.
In 1985 Pelourinho was considered World Heritage by
UNESCO. A bigger awareness of its historic importance
and pressure from Soteropolitano (from the city of
Salvador) intellectual groups caused politicians and public
administrators to carry through a series of actions aiming
to revert the degradation process (Simo~es, 1988).
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® Since the 1980s consciousness of the potential of
historical sites and natural landscape have
resulted in strategies of many Brazilian States,
specially in the Northeast, to promote tourism as
a way to economic development. The Pelourinho
experience followed this idea and has much
influenced the urban regeneration of many
Northeast cities. Similar projects have taken
place in Recife and Sa"o Luiz, recently expanding
to other regions of Brazil.
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® In this aspect, Salvador seems to be very emblematic of
what is happening now in Brazil: whereas local authorities
have tried to promote development for existing
population, State governments have undermined this

process, injecting a great sum of money to attract tourists.
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® In the particular case of Salvador, State led urban
regeneration managed to restore great part of Pelourinho
architectonic complex. But to what price? Similar to other
cities in the World, the process had winners and losers.
Whereas it was a big deal for proprietors, tourism
developers and merchants, a great part of poor
population has been displaced moving away to worst
living conditions most of the times. From a sustainable
point of view the fact that only 16% of restored houses
are used for housing while most upper floors remain
empty is a paradox in a city where most of the population
earn less than five minimum wages (76% according to last
Census — IBGE, 2001), living in precarious conditions in
favelas and slums.
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